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At the start of the New Year I read an article citing Washington State to have the
lowest electricity rates of all 50 states in 2013. In fact Washington is the only state
with average 2013 residential rates remaining below $0.09/kWh – an impressive
status. In a society so dependent on electricity, low rates translate to a higher
standard of living. What earns Washington this high status? Public preference
and the Federal Columbia River Hydropower System (FCRPS)!
Public preference means that in the allocation of benefits from public resources,
the public interest must be served before private interests. Specific to Northwest
electric utilities, preference is the first right of the public to purchase electricity
generated from the FCRPS through their non-profit public power utility. Public
preference has its roots in federal legislation passed during the first half of the 20 th
century. For the northwest, the Bonneville Power Act of 1937 created the Bonneville Power Administration (BPA) and gave preference to municipalities, cooperatives and public utility districts within its service area. BPA’s preference customers
have first right to FCRPS generated electricity. Once preference customer needs
are met, surplus power is sold to investor owned utilities (IOU’s) and direct service
industries (DSI’s, ie. large industrial plants like aluminum smelters). Skamania PUD
is a full-service customer of BPA and as such we are a direct recipient of the preference benefit of low cost FCRPS electricity.
Preserving our preference requires constant vigilance for the same reason shopping is madness on Black Friday – everyone wants in on the best deal. Because
preference plays a vital role in our low cost electricity, public utilities band together in organizations like the American Public Power Association, the Public
Power Council, the Washington PUD Association and the Western Public Agencies
Group to preserve our preference benefits. These groups are staffed by lawyers,
lobbyists and industry experts who have the knowledge and skills to fight the legal
and legislative battles in defense of our preference status. These groups are a little like the rodeo horse trainer making sure the horse (BPA) is working hard for the
rider (municipalities, PUDs and co-ops).
Living in the state at the top of the list for low cost electricity is a good place to be!
Skamania PUD is working hard to keep us there.
Brent Bischoff
General Manager

What to Do When the Power Goes Out
If an outage occurs:
 Check your breakers. If your power is still off, then...
 Call the PUD at 509-427-5126 or 800-922-5329.
Be prepared to give your name, physical address and
phone number where you can be reached.
 Turn off your lights and electric heaters. Leave one light
on to see when power is restored and a porch light, if possible, so that our crews can easily see when your power is
restored. Reducing system load aids in reenergization.
Here are some other helpful tips:
 Protect your electronic equipment with quality surge
suppressors
 Keep laptop computers fully charged
 Have at least one working cellular phone, or “corded”
phone in the house since cordless phones do not work during power outages
 Keep a written list of important contact information, phone numbers etc.
If you use a generator, please be sure it is installed properly to ensure your safety and the safety of our
line workers. Never plug a backup power generator into an outlet. Use it to power individual appliances
only. Permanently installed generators require a transfer switch to isolate them from the PUD power system. If you don’t take these precautions, the power from the generator can flow backwards into our system, jeopardizing the safety of repair crews working on the lines.

Yearly Reminder:
Check Your Water Heater Settings
Pursuant to Chapter 19.27A.060 RCW, it
is recommended that water heaters be
set no higher than 120 degrees Fahrenheit to prevent severe burns and to reduce excessive energy consumption. If
the minimum setting on a water heater is
greater than 120 degrees Fahrenheit, it
is recommended to set the water heater at the minimum setting.

Equal Pay Plan
(Formerly Called Budget Plan)
If you are currently on the Equal Pay Plan, now is
the time to make sure your actual account balance
is $250 or less. We will begin recalculating the
monthly payment amounts for the current year in
April & May.
If you would like to be added to the Equal Pay Plan
for the current year, please contact our office.
See the enclosed flyer for more information.
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